Oral fluoropyrimidine treatment of colorectal cancer.
5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) has been utilized as part of standard chemotherapy for treatment of early-stage and metastatic colorectal cancer for more than 4 decades. The oral fluoropyrimidines have been studied extensively as an alternative to intravenous 5-FU. The goal of such an approach is to simplify drug administration and to improve the toxicity profile while maintaining efficacy that is at least equivalent to intravenous therapy. The goal of this article is to review the features of the main oral 5-FU prodrugs, which include capecitabine, uracil and tegafur (UFT)/leucovorin, S-1, and BOF-A2 and to describe their potential efficacy in treating colorectal cancer.